
Bill and Robin enjoying retirement.

On December 31st I stepped down as 
Executive Director of the Yolo Basin 
Foundation, and Martha Ozonoff 

took my place. I am very proud of the fact 
that Yolo Basin Foundation is a healthy 
organization with a dedicated staff and board 
and a promising 3-year fundraising campaign 
underway. This means that at 25 years in 
operation, the founding executive director 
can move on.

We all have accomplished a lot in 25 years. 
There are many reasons that we were suc-
cessful in realizing our dream of restoring 
an important link in the chain of wetlands 
that make up the Pacific Flyway. Some of 
the circumstances we had control over, and 
sometimes the stars magically lined up. In 
1990 that’s what happened. The right people 
were there to support a bold idea that was to 
become the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area.

Vic Fazio was our congressman. Tom 
Hannigan was our state assemblyman and 
John Garamendi was our state senator. Betsy 
Marchand and Helen Thomson were on the 
Yolo County Board of Supervisors. Lois Wolk 
was on the Davis City Council. Pete Bontadelli 
was Director of CA Department of Fish and 
Wildlife. Sid England worked for UC Davis 
Chancellor Vanderhoef. Richard Harris was 
Vic’s District Director. In 1990 the Central Val-
ley Habitat Joint Venture had just set up their 
office in Sacramento and Dave Paullin was 
their Executive Director.

Steve Chainey, Ted Beedy, Susan Sanders, 
Terry Colborn, John Kemper and Paul Sim-

mons were already years ahead of me with 
their knowledge of wetlands, birds, habitat 
restoration, and endangered species law, and 
they pushed the project forward.

In 1989 Susan and I had filed the incorpora-
tion papers for Putah Creek Council. One year 
later we were at it again for a new non-profit 
named Yolo Basin Foundation. We wrote 
newsletter articles, membership appeals, 
thank you letters, and press releases while our 
sons played on the floor.

We did this together. We changed our com-
munity. We repaired our small corner of the 
world. We made a wonderful place for birds 
and people that will be here forever.

No one accomplishes something as big as 
the Wildlife Area alone. It takes supportive 
family and friends to sustain an effort like this. 
I will always be so grateful to Ann Brice, my 
friend and colleague for over 20 years. Yolo 
Basin Foundation is a product of her hard 
work, dedication, wisdom and creativity. Our 
shared sense of humor kept us laughing as we 
sat at adjacent desks for 15 years.

Bill Julian is my husband of 28 years and he 
is also my mentor. He introduced me to the 
local elected officials, encouraged me when 
I was tired and gave me advice when I was at 
a loss. I learned the importance of one-page 
talking points to bring to meetings with elect-
ed officials from him. And he made thousands 
of cups of tea and hundreds of meals for the 
many people at meetings in our kitchen. Our 
children David, Leah and Sarah were always 
willing to do the things that make a grassroots 

organization successful: lick stamps, fold let-
ters and seal envelopes, and sell raffle tickets. 
They were volunteers before they knew what 
the word meant.

It takes dedicated partners – DFW Wildlife 
Area managers Dave Feliz and Jeff Stoddard 
are the best. I’ve enjoyed working and laugh-
ing with both of them and I’ve learned so 
much.

I’ve had the good fortune to work with 69 
different board members. They have gener-
ously donated their time, their expertise and 
their money to make our vision a reality. At 
least 22 of them attended Bucks for Ducks this 
year.

Over the past 25 years I’ve been fortunate 
to work with 32 different staff people. No one 
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Letter from Robin continued from p. 1

worked with me because of the money. 
Everyone did it because we had shared 
values. They all did whatever it took to 
start and grow programs. They scheduled 
volunteers and taught outside on hot days, 
windy days and cold days. At Bucks for 
Ducks this year they showed us once again 
that they have the skills and imagination to 
put on a party for over 600 people. 65,000 
students discovered the wetlands because 
of their love and dedication. And more will 
in the future. I can’t thank them enough.

Then there are the hundreds of volun-
teers, probably several thousand, who gave 
so generously of their time. The dedica-
tion of so many inspired and energized 
me. Phyllis Zerger was one of our first 
volunteers. She was the editor of our first 
newsletter and she and her husband Darrel 
are still volunteering, over two decades 
later! Together Phyllis and I have 24 Bucks 
for Ducks years between us. Darrel cleans 
and repairs hundreds of pairs of binoculars 
every year for the school children. Dedica-
tion like theirs is more than inspiring!

I am so happy, relieved, and thankful 
to the board for finding my replacement, 
Martha Ozonoff. In 1998, Martha, Cheryl 
Chipman and I organized a tree planting 
day on the Wildlife Area. I don’t remember 
how many volunteers showed up but we 
planted 4,000 trees that day. She’s been in 
the office for three months, and it’s clear 
that she has the skills and sense of humor 
to sustain and grow Yolo Basin Foundation.

I’m not leaving Yolo Basin Foundation 
entirely. I’ll be serving as policy director 
starting after Bill and I spend one month 
traveling in Ecuador and Costa Rica. As 
policy director I’ll monitor plans for the 
Yolo Bypass. There are plans for expanding 
the Bypass to increase flood protection 
and for improving adult salmon passage 
upstream and rearing habitat for young 
salmon moving downstream. I will assist 
the board in keeping the values of bal-
anced land use, including flood protection, 
wetland habitat, agriculture, and public use 
in the forefront of any planning efforts.

As John Stewart said last summer, “It’s 
time to give someone else the opportu-
nity to do this great job.” Thank you for 25 
amazing years.   

Flyway Nights Speaker Series
•	 Thursday, February 4, 7pm 

The Nature Conservancy’s 
BirdReturns Program

•	 Thursday, March 3, 7pm 
The Buzz About Native Bees and 
Vernal Pool Flowers

Discover the Flyway Teacher 
Workshop
•	 Saturday, January 30, 9am-4pm

Public Tours of the Yolo Bypass 
Wildlife Area
•	 Saturday, February 13, 9am-noon
•	 Saturday, March 12, 9am-noon

Public Tours of the City of Davis 
Wetlands
•	 Saturday, February 6, 3-5pm
•	 Saturday, March 5, 9-11pm

CA Duck Days Festival
•	 Reception – Friday, Feb. 19
•	 Festival – Saturday, Feb. 20

Yolo Basin Foundation is again offering 
day camp for incoming 1st through 
4th graders this summer. Below are 

descriptions of the two camps to be held:

Summer Discover Series
Yolo Basin Foundation’s education staff and 
docents will once again be leading a series 
of evening programs this summer. Sessions 
will take place at the Yolo Bypass Wildlife 
Area Demonstration Wetlands, behind the 
Headquarters, the perfect location to discover 
wetlands through hands-on, interactive and 

inquiry-based activities for students entering 
1st or 2nd grade in the fall. Register for one or 
all five outdoor sessions. One adult family 
member (no siblings) is required to attend 
with their student (no additional dona-
tion). There is a $10.00 donation per student 
requested.
•	 Session Times: 6 pm – 8 pm
•	 Session Dates: June 13, June 20, June 27, July 

11, July 18

Discover the Wetlands Summer 
Camp
Join Discover the Flyway staff and docents for 
our five-day summer camp program for chil-
dren entering 3rd or 4th grade. Campers will ex-
plore the world of wetlands through different 
outdoor science themes each day including 
water, soil and animal adaptations. They will 
participate in outdoor activity stations, create 
art and listen to stories in the Yolo Bypass 
Wildlife Area Demonstration Wetlands. Camp 
size is limited to 12 participants. The suggest-
ed donation is $90 for Yolo Basin Foundation 
members and $115 for non-members.
•	 Session Times: 9 am – 12 pm
•	 Session Dates: July 25th through 29th

Pre-registration is required, so mark your 
calendars for April 1st when registration 
will open on our website at www.yolobasin.
org. For more information contact Heidi Sat-
ter hsatter@yolobasin.org   

Sign Up for Summer Camp

YBF Upcoming Events

Desmond Bell and his dad busy at camp.
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Yolo Basin Foundation is thrilled to 
have successfully completed the 
first year of our 25thAnniversary 

Campaign: Vision for the Flyway! During our 
25th anniversary year, over 350 individuals 
and organizations contributed more than 
$500,000 as part of this three-year fund-
raising campaign. Thank you for making a 
significant and long-lasting investment in 
our children and our community.

The 25th Anniversary Campaign celebrates 
the beauty and inspiration of the Vic Fazio 
Yolo Wildlife Area and ensures that Yolo Basin 
Foundation’s programs and public policy work 
flourish for the next 25 years and beyond. 
The Campaign will create new initiatives and 
provide critical funding that:
•	 Improves and sustains programs such as 

Discover the Flyway, our hands on K-12 
education program

•	 Expands outreach and education programs 
to even more underserved schools

•	 Establishes a new graduate student fellow-
ship program

•	 Develops new opportunities for the com-
munity to experience the beauty of the 
wetlands

•	 Supports strong leadership to address 
complex resource management issues in 
the Yolo Bypass

A $100,000 gift made by an anonymous 
local donor provided a unique opportunity 
to double the impact of campaign gifts made 
during 2015. All new and increased member-
ship contributions were matched dollar for 
dollar. Thank you so much to all of you who 
helped us meet this very ambitious matching 
gift goal!

As you can see, we have made incredible 
progress toward our $1.5 million goal. However, 
we have an additional $366,000 to raise during 
the next two years of the campaign. Please join 
us in creating a lasting impact on Pacific Flyway 
wetlands and environmental education and 
support the 25th Anniversary Campaign: Vision 
for the Flyway. For more information or to 
contribute visit www.yolobasin.org.   

25th Anniversary Campaign Update

To recognize the Yolo Basin Foundation’s 25th anniversary and to 
honor its founder Robin Kulakow, the Kulakow-Julian Family 
has established the “Yolo Basin Foundation Graduate Student 

Fellowship Fund.” “We wanted to do something meaningful and lasting 
for YBF as well as recognize Robin’s efforts in environmental education 
and conservation at the Wildlife Area over the years,” said Bill Julian, 
Robin’s husband and long time champion of YBF. The gift will provide 
support for selected graduate students from University of California, 
Davis and California State University, Sacramento who are working 
in the areas of environmental education, environmental sciences, or 
environmental/conservation policy.

The Fellowship includes an annual stipend, as well as mentoring, for 
the student’s research. Each fellowship will be overseen by a committee 
of professionals in the selected research field appointed by the YBF Board 
of Directors. Recipients will be required to give monthly reports on their 
research and, at the end of the fellowship, provide a written final report 
and make a presentation of their findings.

The 2016 award will go to a student or students doing graduate 
research that is directly related to the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area or the 
larger Yolo Bypass. The amount of the stipend will range from $5,000 to 
$15,000 annually. Applicants have until January 31, 2016 to apply, and 
the winner(s) will be selected by March 1, 2016.

Potential research topics:
•	 Environmental science related to wetlands ecology, restoration or 

management, pasture, rice production, vernal pools, water quality, or 
biology of wetland related plant/animal species

•	 Environmental education, evaluating an aspect of the Discover the 
Flyway program

•	 Policy research related to long-term resource management at the 
Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area or the larger Yolo Bypass

Fellowship application requirements:
•	 A written application
•	 A description of the proposed project including statement of 

purpose, research methods, schedule, brief budget and how it will 
benefit resources in the Yolo Bypass (500 words or less)

•	 One letter of recommendation from a professor overseeing the 
research project

•	 College transcripts, including those from the graduate program
•	 Proof of university enrollment
•	 Those interested in applying, may email robin@yolobasin.org for 

more details and an application form.   

Yolo Basin Foundation Graduate Student Fellowship

$0

$0.5M

$1.0M

$1.5M

Membership and 
Major Gifts:  
$519,000

Special Initiative 
Funding: 
$235,000

Matching Gift: 
$100,000

Bucks for Ducks: 
$108,000

Corporate and 
Foundation Giving: 
$172,000

Current 
total raised: 

$1,134,000
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Champion ($25,000+)
Lindsay Weston

Steward 
($10,000‑$24,999)
Vic and Judy Fazio

Conservator 
($5,000‑$9,999)
Ken Noack, Jr.
Bill and Karen Ziebron

Sustainer 
($2,500‑$4,999)
John Brinley
Davids Engineering, Inc
First Northern Bank
Jack and Bonnie DeWit
Davis Waste Removal Company
Marge Kolar
Robin Kulakow and Bill Julian
Mike Lien and Darcy Ketchum
Holiday Matchett
Central Valley Joint Venture
John Ott and Annette Porini
Paul Simmons and 

Michele Clark
Jan and Robin Smutny‑Jones
Richard and Judy Wydick
Unger Enterprises

Partner ($1,200‑$2,499)
Angelique Ashby
James and Alice Belenis
Blake’s Heating & Air 

Conditioning Service
Pete Bontadelli and Marylu 

Oates‑Bontadelli
Knaggs Ranch
Ann Brice
Wendy Cohen and Jim Eaton
Terry and Diane Colborn
Dixon RCD
MBK Engineers
Mike Deas and Jeaneen Sartoris
Rob Floerke and Dale 

Hoffman‑Floerke
Lucas and Stacie Frerichs
Miki and Laura Fujitsubo
Sally and Stan Kulakow
Steve and Terry Macaulay, 

Macaulay Water Resources
Whit Manley and Debra 

Gonella
Betsy A. Marchand
Scott and Diane McElhern
Oleta and Rick Melnicoe
Don Morrill and Sue Barton
Schene Enterprises
Law Offices of Tina A. Thomas
Gene R. Trapp and Jo Ellen Ryan
Steven and Andrea Weiss
West Yost Associates
John and Judy Whitcombe

Curlew ($800‑$1,199)
John and Marsha Anderson
Randy Beaton and Sid England
Remy Moose Manley, LLP
Cal Marsh & Farm Ventures
Carrie and Jeff Gordon
Bret Hewitt and Deborah 

Pinkerton
Lewis Kassis Foundation
Triad Farms
Harry and Barbara Ohlendorf
Julie and James Rosen
Marie and Bruce West

Avocet ($500‑$799)
Robert and Lois Benson
Jonathan Bolter
Doug and Susan Brown
Manny and Debbie Carbahal
Diane Clarke
Roger and Marjorie Dickinson
Hugh Dingle
Janet Frisbey
Sharon Hale and Dawn Student
Murphy Austin Adams 

Schoenfeld LLP
Marlene Ishihara
Leeman Family
Mylon Marshall
Dudek
Eldridge and Judy Moores
Carolyn Nelson
Susan Sanders and Ted Beedy
Hanson McClain, Inc.
Greg and Tammy Schmid
Julie Spezia
Ty and Juliana Tadano
Donald and Cara Taylor
Harrison, Temblador, 

Hungerford & Johnson LLP
Nancy and Ken Templeton
Helen and Cap Thomson
William Weisgerber
Marty West

Plover ($300‑$499)
Carol Benedetti
Carol Berendsen
Christina Blackman
Sara Buckerfield
Luhdorff & Scalmanini 

Consulting Engineers, Inc.
Elly and Bob Fairclough
Jane Galustian
Glide In Ranch
Diane and Kevin Gould
Roy Henrickson
Sarah and Dan Hrdy
Campbell and Kim Ingram
Bethelen Johnson
Dave and Beth Lindeman
Jean Lucas
Stephen A. McCord
Edmund Powers
Yolo Federal Credit Union
Ric and Nancy Reinhardt

Michael Reinhart and Dorothy 
Yerxa

Carrie Shaw and Marc 
Hoshovsky

Missy and Gary Stonehouse
Ed and Karen Street
Lorraine Sugg and Stephen 

Vallarino
Kendra Tanner
Carol Teague
Nancy and Walt Tyler
Wil Uecker and Karen 

Fess‑Uecker
Tim and Carol Youmans

Dunlin ($100‑$299)
Amy and Dan Abramson
Kerry Anderson
Fred and Julie Andrews
Julie A. Auger
Cleta S Bailey
Carol and Richard Baker
Lorna Belden and Milt 

Blackman
Mona Berch
Robert and Jean Bonar
Patricia Brice
Lewis Butler
Earl and Barbara Byron
Tom and Ginny Cahill
Kent and Susan Calfee
Allen Carlson
Marcia and Mark Cary
Jerry Case
Duane Chamberlain
Susan U. Christiansen
Julie Clark
Steve Cohen and Laura Hogan
Al and Sue Colombano
Ann and Fred Costello
Susan and Rod Davis
Chris and Christy Dewees
Chuck Dotson
Moira and Daniel Dykstra
Ken Ealy
Bob and Margaret Eldred
Jim and Mary Estep
Tonya Fancher
Roberta and Tony Fanning
Feil Family
David and Lis Fleming
Marnelle Gleason and Lou Fox
Myles Goldfein
Amelia and James Goss
Nancy Gray
Daniel Greenberg
Barbara and Bill Greene
Eileen and Don Gueffroy
Don and Sharon Hallberg
Joyce and Jon Hamaguchi
Gary and Susan Harbison
Morley and Lorell Hardaker
Cary Hart
Charlene Henwood
Darryn Hickey
Patti Hobbs
River City Bank

Heather Howard
Kim Howard
World Journal
David Kalb and Nancy Gelbard
Winston and Katy Ko
Margaret Kralovec
Elizabeth and Charles Kuehner
Jean Landeen
Laura Mahanes and 

Steve Weissman
Pamela A. Mainini, CPA
Petrea and Vince Marchand
Peter and Jane Martin
Steve and Theresa Mason
Leslie and Mike Maulhardt
Katherine Mawdsley
Andrea and James Mayer
Helen McCarthy
Pat McKown
John T. McNerney
Linda Melching
Soluri Meserve LLP
Melanie Meyer
Selby Mohr
Tim and Cyndi Dietler
Karen Moore and John Meyer
Marilyn and Peter Moyle
Lela Nishizaki
Cheryl Norton
Maggie Nunes
Cathy and Doug O’Brien
Greg and Laura Odenthal
Bruce Orr
Mary Palamidessi
Harriet Prato
Janyne Reckner
Rhonda Reed and Ken Gebhart
Joyce Rietz
Dr. Ronald and Sara Ringen
Rhonda Robins
Susanne Rockwell and 

Brian Sway
Kathy Russell
Bob and Joyce Sahara
Janthina Sai Ngarm
Sally Sample, MD
Mary Scott
David and Denice Seals
Isabel Shaskan
Sonjia Shelly
Susan Shelton
Frances Singer
Robert and Heidi Smith
Robin Staub
Leonard Strickland
Margo Surovik‑Bohnert and 

Allen Bohnert
Ian Taylor
Celia Valverde and Will Davis
Keith Volkerts
Elisabeth Waldburger
Chris Walden
Dick Walters
Shipley Walters
James Wellington

Valerie Whitworth and Michael 
Barbour

Nicole Williams
Cheryl Winn
Devon Zagory
Gary Zamzow and 

Elizabeth Frawley
Shoshana Zeldner
Sibylle Zemitis
Haig and Irene Zeronian
David S and Kathleen Zezulak

Sandpiper ($50‑$99)
Lynn Angelo
Julianne Ariail
Marilyn Armbruster
JoEllen Arnold
Rich and Marni Berendsen
Carol and Richard Bourne
Jeanne Boyd
Robert Boyd
Joan Brenchley and 

Kevin Jackson
Marie‑Therese and Steve Brown
Dennis and Meg Bryerton
Ann Bullis
Teri Burge
Davis and Jan Campbell
Pearl Carpenter
Cheryl Chipman
Odette and Dana Christensen
Rosie Cushing
Mona and Frank DeMasi
Paul Dilley
Bill Dodd
Caryl Draper
Renee and Greg Dryfoos‑Guss
Karen Duncan
Joy Elson
Teri and John Engbring
Cheryl Essex
Malcolm Ettin
Ann Farber
Feldheim Family
Vallery Feldman
Susan Garbini and 

Ian MacGregor
Cynthia Gerber
Mark Gholson
Cynthia Gibbs
Patrice Gibson
Jack and Melissa Goldberg
David and Peggy Goldstein
Cliff Gravem
Nancy Gronert
Joanne Hagopian
Richard and 

Meredith Halliburton
Milton and Viola Hildebrand
Norman Hill
Paul and Lani Hofmann
Michael Hughes and Suzannah 

Patterson
Gerald and Vickie Ito
Larry Jahn
Peggy Jenkins
Cyrus and Charlotte Johnson

Jerry and Dee Johnson
Judith Johnson
Mark and Elna Jones
Susan Keizer
Michael Kelly
Richard C. Kennedy, Jr. DDS
Julia King
Mick Klasson and 

Katherine Holmes
Mary Jane Large and Marc 

Levinson
Leilani Lau
Elizabeth Leahy
Carolyn M. Lewis
Dan Lewis and Rhonda Rumrey
Peter and Lin Lindert
Robert Mackler and 

Beverly Scherf
Jim and Dyan Mart
Pamela Marvel
Patricia McNeill
Helga Medearis
Jean Miller
Genie Nelson and Doug Rockey
Elli Norris
David and Jo Ann Pelz
Michael Perrone
John and Sharon Peters
Harry and Lynn Potter
Lei Putney
Pam Rhodes
David and Jeannette Robertson
Philip Robertson
Richard Rose
Sara Russell
Walter Sherwood
Donna Skinner
Rissa Spears
Mary Stump
Ramona Swenson
Susan Tabor
Ingrid Taylar
Rosemary Tchobanoglous
Ann and Stewart Teal
Amy Terrell
David Thiesen
Craig Thomsen
Jenny Tudesko
Leanne Villa
Bill Wagman
Charles and Vicki Walker
Stephen Walker
Debby and John Walter
Bonnie Walther and Dave 

Powell
Zipora and Steven Weinbaum
Christine Weinstein
Paula Whealen, Wagner & 

Bonsignore Engineers
Terri Williams and Marc Hutt
Megumi Yamanoha
Greg Yarris

Thank you to the
25th Anniversary Campaign Supporters



NATURE NOTES 5NATURE NOTES

The Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area (YBWA) 
sits in the largest contiguous floodplain 
area of the lower Sacramento River 

and provides seasonal and permanent aquatic 
habitat for 44 species of fish, eight of which 
are special-status. “In the ditches open to the 
river you can catch just about any fish in the 
Delta including salmon, sturgeon, striped bass 

and trout,” says Jeff Stoddard, YBWA Manager. 
The Yolo Bypass benefits many species of na-
tive fishes, particularly in flood years.

Approximately 95 percent of Central Val-
ley floodplain habitat has been altered and 
drained for agriculture. Rice is the primary 
agricultural crop grown in the Wildlife Area. 
It is flooded during the winter and offers an 
insect buffet for juvenile fish including salmon 
after flood events. The area also provides vital 
fish spawning, rearing, and migratory habitat 
for a diverse array of native and nonnative fish 
species.

Research continues on young salmon found 
in the Yolo Bypass after the Fremont Weir has 
over-topped. These fish reach the Sacramento 
River once again as the flood waters recede. 
They are larger and healthier than the young 
fish that travel directly down the Sacramento 
River. Scientists and policy makers are look-
ing at ways to increase the time that young 
salmon spend in the Bypass after flood events 
as a way of improving the numbers of salmon 
that survive and return to spawn in the Sacra-
mento River watershed.

Adult fall run Chinook 
salmon travel up Putah 
Creek from the Toe Drain 
which is connected to 
the Delta near Prospect 
Island. This year scientists 
counted at least 500 
salmon that traveled up 
the Creek in search of 
spawning gravels. The last 
mile of Putah Creek runs through the YBWA. 
Department of Fish and Wildlife managers 
work in cooperation with the Solano County 
Water Agency to coordinate removal of the 
Los Rios check dam, located on the YBWA, 
with the release of water from the dam in 
order to recruit salmon moving up the Toe 
Drain as mandated in the Putah Creek Accord.

When the Wildlife Area floods, fish are 
sometimes trapped in the ditches and canals. 
Also fish can be pulled into the large canals as 
water is pumped from the Toe Drain. Fishing 
and bow fishing are allowed in YBWA. The 
most popular places to fish include the Toe 
Drain at Parking Lot F, Putah Creek, Greens 
Lake, the Cross Canal and the larger ditches 
and deeper ponds.

Most common fish in the ponds and 
ditches include a group of fish often called 
“panfish”. A panfish is an edible game fish that 
usually doesn’t outgrow the size of a frying 
pan. In the Wildlife Area these include green 
sunfish, blue gill, black bass, and crappie. Stod-
dard says, “I always see a big uptick in fisher-
men when the crappie are running. Seems 
pretty popular.” Most panfish are in the sun-
fish family and are nest-building carnivores.

Channel catfish are common in Putah Creek 
and are sometimes seen in the larger ditches, 
but the most numerous species in the ditches 
is common carp. The large Cross Canal and 
the ditch running parallel to the air strip are 
frequented by people fishing for carp. Carp is 
the only fish that may be taken by bowfishing.

Greens Lake is popular for its fish diversity, 
especially after the Bypass floods. In April 
2011 several endangered green sturgeon were 

Yes, There Are Fish 
at the Wildlife Area
by Corky Quirk, Program Coordinator

rescued from Greens Lake and returned to the 
river after they were trapped when high water 
receded. More typically, if there are sturgeon, 
they are the massive white sturgeon that also 
travel up the Toe Drain.

Crayfish are common in the ditches, ponds 
and rice fields. Although not a fish, they can 
be collected with a fishing license. There is 
only one native crayfish left in California and 
it is not found here. In the YBWA there are red 
swamp crayfish and virile crayfish. Both are 
considered invasive. Crayfish can be agricul-
tural pests because they burrow into banks 
and levees and eat young rice plants. However, 
they have become an important food for river 
otters, herons, egrets and raccoons.

Although better known for waterfowl, the 
Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area is an important 
location for many fish species. The historic 
shallow floodplains of the Sacramento River 
that provided important spawning and 
rearing habitat for native fish are gone, but 
the agricultural fields and wetlands in the 
YBWA provide valuable habitat for fish as 
well as birds.  

Otters love fresh fish!

Double-crested Cormorant with a large challenge!

A glimpse of a salmon swimming upstream in Putah Creek
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Staff

Board of Directors
Chair: Pete Bontadelli
Vice Chair: Marge Kolar
Chief Financial Officer: Scott McElhern
Secretary: Bill Ziebron

Board Members

Executive Director: Martha Ozonoff 
(530) 756-7248  mozonoff@yolobasin.org

Office Manager: Leanne Villa 
(530) 757-3780 lvilla@yolobasin.org

Volunteer Coordinator: Michael Herrera 
(530) 758-1018 mherrera@yolobasin.org

Education Coordinator: Heidi Satter 
(530) 757-4828 hsatter@yolobasin.org

Program Coordinator: Corky Quirk 
(530) 902-1918 cquirk@yolobasin.org

Development Coordinator: 
Shoshana Zeldner 
530-757-4842 shoshana@yolobasin.org

Education Associate:  
John McDermott 
(530) 757-4828  john@yolobasin.org

Bookkeeper: Guadalupe de la Concha

I.T. Coordinator: Joy Elson 
(530) 318-0973 jelson@yolobasin.org

Grant Coordinator: Katrina Beedy 
(530) 559-7486 kbeedy@yolobasin.org

Policy Director: Robin Kulakow 
(530) 757-3780 robin@yolobasin.org

Newsletter Editor: Ann Brice 
(530) 757-3780 abrice@yolobasin.org

Yolo Basin Foundation 
Street address: 
45211 County Road 32B 
Davis, CA 95618

Mailing address: 
P.O. Box 943, Davis, CA 95617

Randy Beaton

Terry Colborn

Mike Deas

Jack DeWit

Lucas Frerichs

Whit Manley

Betsy Marchand

Don Morrill

Jan Smutny-Jones

Lindsay Weston

Jim Provenza, 
ex‑officio

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Blue-winged Teal 	 Photo credit: Rob Floerke

Friday, February 19:   
�Duck Days Welcome Reception and � 
Student Wildlife Art Show
�5:30-7:30 pm • Davis Art Center • 1919 F Street, Davis

Saturday, February 20:  � 
Workshops, Field Trips & Activities �All Day

Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area Headquarters�
45211 County Road 32B (Chiles Road), Davis

For a full schedule of events and to register for Duck 
Days go to www.yolobasin.org

California Duck Days 2016

Questions?  Contact�Yolo Basin 
Foundation at 530-757-3780 
or �duckdays@yolobasin.org


