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Implementing Actions
in the Yolo Bypass

Presented by: 

Corey Lasso
DWR – Flood Projects Office

Informational Presentation – Opportunities for formal 
comments will be provided in accordance CEQA and NEPA 

Yolo Bypass Working Group
January 10, 2017
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Lower Elkhorn &
Sacramento  Bypass 

Setbacks

Yolo Bypass

BWFS / CS / Regional Studies

How we Got Here

2012  --> 2017 CVFPP Update

SB5 - Central Valley Flood Protection Act of 2008
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Broad Outcomes For California

• Improved Public Safety                                       
for urban, rural, and small 
communities

• Improved Economic Stability
for California’s diverse economy

• Enhanced Ecosystem Vitality                             
for California’s sensitive 
ecosystems

• Opportunities for Enriching 
Experiences for Californians 
and out-of-state visitors  (e.g., 
recreation, education, and open 
space)

Potential Yolo 
Bypass/Cache Slough 

Flood & Ecosystem 
Improvements

Concepts Reflect Ongoing
Local, State, and Federal 

Planning Efforts
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Anticipated Project Schedule

2016       2017       2018       2019       2020       2021

408
Request

408
30%

Design

CVFPB
Approval

100%
Design

408
Permit

NOI/
NOP

CEQA
NEPA

Scoping

EIR/
EIS

Public
Draft

EIR
NOD

Final
EIS

State
Permits

Const.
Begins

Key Milestones

CEQA/NEPA and Permitting

USACE
HQ

Review
Begins

Lower Elkhorn Basin Levee Setback Project
Key Milestones and Permitting Activities

ROD &
Fed

Permits

408
65%

Design

Design

Design

Impact 
Analysis

&
Agency 
Review

Bid
Process
Starts

Prop 1E Funds
are required to 
be committed
prior to 6/2020 
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Proposed Project Features

• 7 miles of Setback Levee

• Maintain Agriculture in Bypass

• Degrade Existing Levee With Portions 
Preserved for Habitat and 
Wind/Wave Protection

• Maintain Area for Expansion of the 
East Side of Tule Canal

• Preserve and Enhance Vegetation for 
Habitat and Wind/Wave Protection

• Grading and Drainage Improvements

Flood 
Management

Ecosystem 
Vitality

Agricultural 
Sustainability

Potential Benefits

Preliminary Management Actions 
Being Considered for Evaluation
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Ongoing Activities

• Design features being evaluated 

• CEQA process is underway; reviewing scoping 
comments and preparing to evaluate project features

• Nearing completion of surveys to support CEQA

• Engaging with Yolo County Staff, Reclamation District 
Managers, Landowners, Farmers, State & Federal 
Agencies, and Environmental NGOs

• Continued coordination building the Local, State and 
Federal Partnership
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Questions?

Corey Lasso - Corey.Lasso@water.ca.gov

Shelly Amrhein - Rochelle.Amrhein@water.ca.gov

mailto:Corey.Lasso@water.ca.gov
mailto:Rochelle.Amrhein@water.ca.gov

